City of The Highlands, Kansas

COUNCIL MEETING Minutes

December 13th, 2018, 6:00 PM   Held at Nickerson City Hall, Nickerson, Ks
________________________________________________________________________

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Penny called the meeting to order on December 13th, 2018 at 6:00 P.M.

II. ROLL CALL:   Bonnie Teel, Butch Neel, Dwight Gehring, Mark Kerschen
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG:  Led by Mo Penny
IV. OLD BUSINESS :   (out of sequence with agenda)
1. Presented deposit receipt for Ark Valley Electric refund of $60.79   
2. Report on City Owned Parcel:  Deed transferred to City.  City received a corrected tax statement, voiding a previous meeting’s motion to reimburse Donna Zwick (HOA).  Bonnie Teel motion to authorize the Taxes of $103.40 paid for 2018.  Butch Neel second.   Tax exemption will be filed later for 2019 and forward.     
3. Discussion: Lighting at entrance – lower lumen output would be cheaper.  New quotes to be requested.   Tabled for additional quotes and information.   

4. Right of Way ordinance raised questions about 1) what kind of permit fees, liability and resources needed?  2) “Notifying the City”  on pages 10, 11, should be more specific as “notifying city clerk”.   3) What would city clerk’s responsibility be upon notification?  4) Appropriate fee amounts?  5) include ditches, drainage and culverts?    Tabled for additional info.   Estimated time for Ordinance likely last of January 2019.

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  (out of sequence with agenda)   Minutes approved after Minutes for 11/19/2018 meeting changed to show correct date in Item I.     Bonnie Teel motion to approve.  Dwight Gehring second.  Passed 4-0.    
VI. NEW BUSINESS :   (out of sequence with agenda)
1. Discussion of building permits.  New home proposed on Country Club Drive.  Email with permit information was sent to Mark Borecky.   County Public Works and Reno county Builders Assoc. requested by email to refer contractors and property owners to City website.     Fees are also shown on website.   No action taken.
2. Invoices/statements presented.  Mark Kerschen motion to pay Reno County Clerk’s invoice of $501.84 for budget election expense. Bonnie Teel second.  Passed 4-0
Bonnie Teel motion to pay city attorney invoice for $800.00.  Dwight second.  Passed 4-0  

3. Special meeting will be called (TBD) to approved reimbursements on road repairs and misc costs. 
· Mark Kerschen left meeting 7:00

4. Finalize amendments to Ordinance 2018-02 Zoning and Architecture.   Read through final changes and motion requested to approve changes and move forward to publish.  Butch Neel so motioned.  Dwight Gehring second.  Passed 3-0. 

5.  Report on plat map findings  - set backs are less restrictive in majority of plat maps and Garber Surveying indicated those setbacks are not to be violated.   The zoning ordinance allows a little latitude in those restrictions and does not require changes.   No action taken.
6. Update on land use ordinance and nuisance ordinance – in work.   No action taken.
7. Discussion on lessons learned on first building permit (9850 W Snokomo  rd).  No action taken.
8. Request for website consideration – discontinue or renew?   Cost for 2 year renewal is about $240.   Dwight Gehring motion to renew City website host for 2 years.  Butch Neel second.   Passed 3-0 
9. Report on sewer upgrade charges – wrong amount for utility bill quoted by Reno County Public Works.  Found an error in resolution had been presented to County Commissioners but a corrected resolution was voted on.  Number are correct now.   No action taken.
10. Recommendation made to check the County agenda on a regular basis and represent the City as necessary.  No action taken.
11. City clerk request approval to order 2 ink cartridges at $17.63 total.   Butch Neel motion to so approve.  Dwight Gehring second.  Passed 3-0.     
12. Need to find out if Mark Kerschen is willing to continue the management of treasurer responsibilities for 2019.   Tabled until Mark will be available to discuss.    No action will be needed unless Mark declines.
13. Butch Neel recommended Ken Nuss as replacement for Curtis Overton’s Council seat.  Need official resignation from Curtis before official vote can be taken.     No action taken.
14. Bonnie Teel nominated and motioned that Butch Neel be Council President for the 2019 year.   Dwight Gehring second.    Butch Neel abstained, which is recorded to be the same as the prevailing vote which was an affirmation.   Effectively the vote passed 3-0. 
15. Mayor Penny nominated Harley Teel as city clerk for 2019.    Butch Neel motion to accept nomination.   Dwight Gehring second.    Passed 3-0

16. Discussion of AZRC procedures to be sent out and reviewed for a future meeting.  No action taken.
17. Discussion of adopting governing body codes of procedure.  No action taken.

18. Discussed structures to be submitted to county that did not acquire a permit.   Observation and notifications made to Reno County Appraiser to continue.

19. Report on LKM course available in 2019. No action taken.

20. Discussion on Emergency Mitigation Management Plan.  Butch Neel reported on equipment quotes obtained and possibly adding a wood chipper to aid in clearing tree debris.  No action taken.
Bonnie Teel to send information to Butch Neel on Sedgwick County Emergency plan.   Also resend  “action item” list to Council.
21. Discussion of holding part of 2019 general fund in a interest/dividend yielding account. No action taken.

VII. ADJOURNMENT:

Dwight Gehring motion to adjourn meeting.    Butch Neel second.     Passed 3-0
