City of The Highlands, Kansas

COUNCIL MEETING Minutes

January 10th, 2019, 6:00 PM   Held at Nickerson City Hall, Nickerson, Ks
________________________________________________________________________

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Penny called the meeting to order on January 10th, 2019 at 6:00 P.M.

II. ROLL CALL:   Bonnie Teel, Mark Kerschen, Butch Neel, Dwight Gehring
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG:  Led by Mo Penny
IV. Discussion of financial reports – concensus to prepare quarterly reports and make sure Mark Kerschen and rest of Council has copies.   Mark will validate numbers and approve or identify areas of possible errors.    City Clerk has responsibility to provide quarterly reports.
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Meeting December 13th Minutes.  Mark Kerschen requested item related to his continuance of conduction city treasurer responsibilities be reworded.   Dwight Gehring motion to approve as amended.  Butch Neel second.  Passed 4-0 
Meeting 122718 minutes.   Butch Neel motion to approve.  Dwight Gehring second.  Passed 4-0 
VI. REQUESTS/PRESENTATIONS – Mark Borecky presented plans for new home on Country Club Drive (Wyckoff) and discussed some of requirements from zoning ordinance.  All Forms and requested information was presented to Council.  Council to vote and notify Mark of decision.   Permit also contingent upon fee being paid. 
VII. BUSINESS 
1. Report on acquiring short term CD - $15000 for 11 months at 2.5% completed.   No action.
2. Status of Right of Way ordinance – still have questions without answers.    Discussion of a few issues that might need consideration.   Lengthy discussion ensued over fees – both in favor of and in opposition.   

3. Discussion of blanket notifications of agendas to The Highlands.   Point was made that no one has asked for notification and there is a history of minutes on the city website.

4. Discussions moved back to right of way fees and it was stated that Hutchinson as an example had franchise agreements and fees with included repairs and installation fees.  Lengthy discussion over fees.  Butch Neel motion to charge single fee of $50 per project, as described in project plan, with a permit time of 12 months.   Dwight Gehring second.  Passed 4-0 
5. Report on LED lights.  Less expensive entrance lights to be considered.   Butch Neel motion to order 4 LED lights and hardware for $1700.  Labor costs will be looked at after lights are received.   Passed 4-0
Concerns are the wood decorative surrounds around the light poles are in decay.   Spraying with Timbor and painting might extend the life significantly.

6. Agenda items #4 and #5 tabled.
7. Review city attorney and whether to retain Martindell firm as city attorney for 2019.  Mark Kerschen motion to retain Martindell firm for 2019.   Butch Neel second.    Passed 3-0.       Bonnie Teel had to recuse herself due to personal conflict.

8. Review Membership with League of Kansas Municipalities for 2019.  Dwight Gehring motioned to renew membership.   Mark Kerschen second.   Passed 4-0
9. Review insurance with KFSA/EMC for 2019.   Dwight Gehring motion to retain KFSA/EMC for 2019.  Butch Neel second.  Passed 4-0 

10. Affirm Mark Kerschen is willing to continue City Treasurer duties.   Mark is agreeable. No action required.

11. Open Council seat.  Bonnie Teel motioned that because of Curtis Overton having moved from The Highlands in a Job change and relocation constitutes a disqualification, Curtis’s seat needs to be filled by Council nomination and vote as soon as possible.  Mark Kerschen second.  Passed 4-0.
12. Because of holiday there will be some conflicts for 1st meeting of February.   Butch Neel motion to reschedule February 14th meeting to February 7th.   Bonnie Teel second.    Passed 4-0. 

13. Review City newspaper.   Mark Kerschen motion to retain Sterling Bulletin as city newspaper.   Dwight second.  Passed 4-0

14. Vote to approve Ken Nuss to fill Council chair until 2019 election needs action by Council.   Butch Neel motion to appoint Ken Nuss to Council Seat as replacement for Curtis Overton.  Mark Kerschen second.     Pass 4-0

15. Report on Emergency Management Mitigation planning and potential grants.   Butch appointed as head of mitigation team.  City Clerk to help.  General discussion followed.  No action.

16. Direction for AZRC.  Tabled until Mayor Penny can talk to members.  General related discussion followed.

17. Need vote to approve Residential Building Permit #2018-RS-02.   Mark Kerschen motioned to approve permit for #2018-RS-02 (Mark Borecky-Wyckoff home) pending permit fee.   Butch Neel second.   Passed 4-0.

18. Mayor Penny reported an invitation to Reno County Sheriff’s Department “Safe Community” meeting on February 12th 6:00PM.   Requested two council members to go.
19. Brief mention of possibility of assessing property / lot owners a fee for having to mow right of way abutting lots.  Would be assesses against taxes at year end.  No action. 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT:

Mark Kerschen motion to adjourn meeting.    Bonnie Teel second.     Passed 4-0
